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Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is the organization nomination comprised of?
The nomination is comprised of two sections: (1) a proposal for a project related to environmental conservation, historic preservation, the arts or tourism in the Hudson River Valley; (2) the profile of the “young leader” who will undertake the project. Organizations are also required to submit their audited financial statements. See application details.
1. Who makes the nomination? 
The organization is sponsoring the pairing of a project with a student candidate.
1. How much do award recipients receive? 
Each award recipient receives up to $5,000 and the nominating entity receives up to $1000* to defray administrative costs. The funds are granted to the nominating entity which then disperses them to the award winner.
1. What kinds of entities are eligible to make a nomination?  
Any 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization working in the field(s) of environmental conservation, historic preservation, tourism or the arts. The nominating entities do not need to be physically located in the Hudson River Valley but the projects should be in or about the geography comprising the ten counties of the Greenway and Hudson River National Heritage Area (Albany, Rensselaer, Columbia, Greene, Ulster, Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, Rockland and Westchester) and the Upper Hudson Valley.
1. Can an organization submit more than one nomination? 
Yes, as long as each nomination is for a specific pairing of project and candidate.
1. Who identifies the young leader? 
The nominating organization chooses the candidate. Students are also encouraged to initiate a partnership with an organization that will nominate him/her.
1. What is the definition of a young leader? 
A student who demonstrates both leadership and a commitment to excel and grow in their chosen field.
1. Does the award winner need to be a student? 
The award winner must be an undergraduate or a graduate student. Recent graduates may be eligible. High school students are not eligible.
1. Does this project have to be undertaken and completed in the summer? 
No, it can be a project that occurs during the school year or in the summer.
1. Does the project span a certain timeframe?  
No, the award can fund a summer project or one that continues for up to a year.
1. Can the award be given for ongoing research? 
Yes, with two clarifications. First, the nominating entity should be able to demonstrate that the rest of the project is achievable without additional McHenry Award funding. Second, the discrete segment of the project, funded by the McHenry Award, should result in a concrete, tangible product.
1. What types of tourism projects are eligible
The McHenry funding is focused on strengthening tourism in the Hudson Valley. A qualified proposal should promote and enhance the qualities for which the Hudson Valley is celebrated—its stunning landscapes, flourishing agriculture, incredible historic sites, and its vibrant museum and arts community.
1. Is only one Award granted in each discipline?
A maximum of four $5,000 grants are awarded annually. OSI will grant awards to the most compelling projects and most passionate students. Depending on the nominations, OSI can choose to grant multiple McHenry Awards to a category with strong applications and decline the weaker applications in another. 
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